THE   SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

taken literally, It can scarcely be contended,
however, that the Brahman Atri, who was appa-
rently a son of Usanas,1 was the actual progenitor
of the Moon, or of the Lunar line of Kshatriyas.

No doubt the introduction of the worship of the
Moon-god led to religious strife amongst the tribes.
We find traces of this in the Mahabharata, where
Atri is said to have assumed the form of Soma, or
the Moon-god, and of the Sun, and to have slain
the Asuras.2

The early history of the Lunar line of kings is
obscure until the reign of Pururavas, who was
overthrown by the Brahmans for evil conduct.3

Ayus, son of Pururavas, married the daughter
of the Asura chief Rahu, or Swarbhanu/ and their
son was Nahush.

This king supplanted Indra, and compelled the
rishis to carry his litter. He oppressed the Devas
and ill-treated the Brahmans,5 and then fell down
from heaven and became a Naga,0 as his ances-
tors were before him. Nahush is included in the
list of Naga chiefs given in the Mahabharata,7 and
he is said, in the Harivansa, to be one of the sons

1  Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, p. Ixv.
a   Ib., Anusasana, Anusasanika, p. cxlvii.

3   Ib., Adi, Sambhava, p. Ixxv.

4   Ib.

B  Ib., Vana, Tirthayatra, p. ciii.

6   Ib., Anusasana, p. xcix.

7   Ib.; Adi As'tika, p. xxxv.
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